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CURATE of WILITS 
HIS 


Second LETTER 


) 


To the Reverend 


Dr. SNAPE: 


O R, 


ing in the Houſe of Commons. 
BEING 
A Full Anſwer to the Biſhop of Bangor's Late 


Book, Entitled, The Common Rights of Subject 
defended. 


WHEREIN 


The Divine Authority of our Church Eſtabliſhment, 
and the Neceſſity of Continuing Fenalties on All Diſ- 
{enters from it, are demonſtratively prov'd. 


GD 
Printed in the Year MDCCXIX. 
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/Cunary of Wilts 


His 


Second LETTE R 


To the Reverend | 


Dr. SN 4 P E 


Reverend Sir, 


8 2 HE Lord Biſhop abs Bangor 
- Hl 7 having reply'd ro Our Wor- 
= 8 thy Brother . Sherlocks molt 
Learned and Conſiſtent Vindi- 


Excellent Church, the Corporation and 

Teſt Acts; and believing that Great Man 
is now perfectly tird with the Low and 
Ti edions Work of Anſwering his Lordſhip ; 


„ 
171 


cation of thoſe Locks and Bolts of Our 


i — — ww — 


not ſo much as thought of, that You ma 
finiſh gloriouſly what you at firſt ſo ſu- 


5 
I ſhall, in his Defence, and under your 


Patronage, fully confute, not only all 
his Lordſhip has ſaid in his Laſt Book, 


but all he has at any Time ſaid, or ſhall 


at any Time hercafter fay, in Defence of 
the Common Rights of Mankind ; and ſhall 
ſhew that all National Churches have 
and may deprive Men of as many of 
thoſe Rights as they think fir; and in 
order to it, may make uſe of any Means, 
tho' never ſo improper, even of what 
his Lordſhip calls a Proſtitution of rhe 
Holy Sacrament ; and may inflict any 
Penalties on thoſe, who, agreeable to 
rhoſe Common Rights .of Mankind, 
dare to diſagree with any fach Eſtabliſh'd 
National Church. .  . ar 


— * 
* 


I ſay, Reverend Sir, I ſhall do All 
This, in an Addreſs to You; becauſe, 
how well ſoever the Maſter of the Tem- 
ple may have defended theſe Points, or any 
other very Foreign to them, in the 
Courſe of his Debate with his Lordſhip ; 
I know that Modeſt Writer will readily | 
conſent that your Character ſhould be 
moſt conſpicuous in the Cloſe of 'this | 
Controverſy; and, notwithſtanding his 
indefatigable Pains, would gladly be #ow 


gaciouſly 


Aſſertion 
appear, 


3 
TY 


gaciouſly begun. Therefore, that I may 


not rob you of any Applauſe, at the 
ſame time I ' revive your Name in the 
World , I ſhall borrow my- Main Ar- 
gument from a Paſſage in Your Second 
Letter*; and which, I think, continues 
in every Edition, EN: 


Having in the former Letter unan- 
ſwerably made appear that out Succeſ- 
ſion of Biſhops is uninterrupted from 
the Apoſtles, and that your Poſition, 
Thar they are veſted, with the ſame Pow- 
ers, is therefore undeniably true: I be- 
lieve you doubt not of my Abilities fot 
the preſent Undertaking ; wherein T ſhall 
maintain another of your Remarkable 

5 and on which; 4s :L ſhall make 
the Whole Streſs? of the Con- 
troverſy depends; viz. That ever ſince 
Miracles ceas d, the Tompbral Powers 
. were commiſſion d by Chriſt, in theit 
© ſtead, to aid and aſſiſt his Spiritual Vice. 
gerents, The Chareh. From whence' it 
will plainly follow, That the Religion 
eftabliſh'd by Sun Temporal Pow- 
Crs, that is, the Eccleſſaſtical Conſti tut ion 
of Any Realm; is of Equal Divine Au- 
thority, as that which obtain d by the 
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Power of Miracles. II have dignify d 
the Word Such with Capitals, that every 
Reader may fee I intend to draw ng 
Concluſions hurtful to the Church, when 
I conſider the Temporal Magiſtrate ag 
Chriſt's Commiſſioner: For I deſire here 
it may be remark'd once for all, Thar 
his Commiſſion is only valid, when tis 
exerted in Aid and Aſſiſtance of Chriſt's 
Spiritual Vicegerents, the Clerg y.] 
T ſhall not concern my ſelf how far 
this Argument extends, 'or what Influ- 
ence it will have on Churches, eſtabliſh'd 
by Mahometan or Pagan Temporal Pow- 
ers; but at preſent ſhall confine what 1 
have to ſay to Our own Eccleſiaſtical 
Conſtitution, Eſtabliſhed by Chriſts Com- 
miſſioner, the Civil Magiſtrate : And ſhall 
ſhew that the Biſhop of B. has widely 
miſtaken the Principle -up6n which this 
Eftabliſhmenr, which he calls the Refor- 
mation, was ſettled; which was, Not 


That of Every Man's Right to judge for 


Himſelf ; but That of the Temporal Ma- 
giſtrates Right to judge what Eſtabliffi- 
ment to ſettle: And therefore, That All, 
who are Subjects of the Temporal Ma- 
giſtrate, ought to be the Subjects of ſuch 
his Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſnment. The 

5 Argument, 


9:7 


Argument, as I have collected from Your 
Book, ſtands thus : - 


Chriſt Commillion'd Spiritual Vicege- 
rents to act under him; to make New 
Laws, &c. 


To inforce which New Laws, Mira- 
cles were ſometime continud in the 


5 Church. 8 = 

: But Miracles ceaſing, . Chriſt Com- 
Ir = miſſion'd likewiſe Temporal Vicegerents 
1- to aid and aſſiſt his Spiritual Vicege- 
d rents, in putting their New Laws in Exe- 
- cution; and to add Civil Sanctions, by 
Virtue of that Commiſſion. 

1 A 
1- And that Civil Governors have this 
li Commiſſion from Chriſt, of being Nur- 
y fing-Fathers and Nurfing-Mothers to his 
18 Spiritual Vicegerents, and of puniſhing 
2 All Diſſenters from their Settlement; 
t you plainly prove from an evident Pro- 
r Phecy, and from the Chriſtian Example 
* of David, who hated right ſore the Eue- 
1 mies of the Church, even as though they 
I, were his own Enemies. 

1 | | C 8 
h To apply this Your Account of Chriſt's 
C Settlement of Vicegerents, Spiritual and 


5 B * Temporal, 


— - 
—— - — — — — 
— — — * 


[ 10 
Temporal, to the Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitu- 
tion of Exgland. 


Our Biſhops (or Clergy) are uninter- 


rupted Succeſſors of Chriſt's Spiritual 


Vicegerents, delegated by Him to make 
New Laws, &c. 


At preſent there are no Miracles to 
ſupport their New Laws. 


Therefore Our Temporal Powers are 
Commiſſion d by Chriſt to aid and aſſiſt 
the Or: Vicegerents, the Clergy, 
Sc. 


Accordingly our Temporal Governors 
have added Civil Sanctions and Penalties, 
in Aid and Aſſiſtance of the New Laws 
enacted by Theſe Chriſt's Spiritual and 


"Temporal Vicegerents. 


And how witoricitile our Practice is 
to the Behaviour of the Pſalmiſt, needs 
not to be mention'd ; for We hate right 


ſore all who differ from us. 


* 


T know, Sir, that many Arguments 
and Objections have been brought a- 
gainſt the Temporal Magiſtrate's Power 
in Religion; and that twill be ſaid this 

Example 
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[1] 


Example of David's cannot be urg d to 
Chriſtians, who are commanded to love 
their Enemies; yet, I doubt not, but you 
have a ſufficient Auſwer to every ſuch 
er- little Cavil. In the mean Time, the 


aal Reader is deſir d to obſerve, that in De- 
ke fending Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, tis 

not ſo much as pretended that the Laws 

of Chriſt, (which are the Chriſtian Re- 

ro ligion) but the New Laws of his Vice- 

gerents, (which are the Eſtabliſhment) 

are to be defended. And how neceſlary 

are theirDefence has univerſally been thought, 

Tift may be judg'd from the Rigour with 

BY » which all Oppoſers have ever been treat- 

ed. For, as you ſay, F On what would 

his Lordſhip have our Church depend > On 

ors God's Providence, will he ſay > On the Pro- 

ies, "MF iſe of Chriſt > J admire your Anſwer to 

aus © ſuch Defenders of an Eſtabliſh'd Church: 


4 very glorious Encouragement, I con- 
ß; a Security that cannot fail | No, my 
Good Lord of Bangor, we know better 


and 


2 is 


che Means of Securing Eſtabliſhments, 
eds than to admit of any Rights in Common 
ight to Mankind, which we imagine may en- 
anger the Church's: And, as our Bro- 
I ther Sherlock has learnedly prov'd, Bolts 
ents — 3 - | — uBvt — 
„ 2 nape's 2d Letter, p. 62 
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| [ 12 ] 
and Bars are a far ſtronger, and therefore 
a far better Defenſe, than Reaſon or Ar- 
gument, or any of Chriſt's Promiſes. 

* 


As to what his Lordſhip has urg d, 
That the ſame Methods of Defending 
Eſtabliſh'd Churches would as effectually 


have prevented the ſpreading of Chriſti- 


anity itſelf, and would have prevented 
the Reformation obtaining at all, and 
will prevent it where'it is not : 'T briefly 
anſwer, That his Lordſhip's Objection, 


with reſpect to Chriſtianity, is entirely 


foreign to the Purpoſe: For the Queſtion 
is not, What would favour or prejudice 


Chriſtianity ; but, What will favour or 


prejudice the Chyrch > And as to the Re- 
formation itſelf, *tis plain, and muſt be 
ſo acknowledgd by us, That at that 
Time, Chriſt's Temporal Vicegerents aCt- 
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ed too much againſt the Church; and 


might poſſibly have ruin'd the Church, i 


the Spiritual Vicegerents had not ex 
erted Themſelves, and prevented its go- 
tis 


ing farther. But however that was, 


certain, That the Reformation itſelf was 
began by the Temporal Magiſtrates 


Power, ſupported and carry'd on by the 


Magiſtrates Power, and carry d on no i 
farther than the Magiſtrate's Power per⸗ 


mitted, 
I know 


[13 ] 
T know, indeed, there were many Per- 
ſons then, as well as before, who claim d 
a Right of Private Judgment: But that 
Right was ſo far from being rhe Foun- 
dation of the Reformation in reality; 
that, when the Civil Magiſtrate had ef. 
fected the Reformation, that Right was 
not only not allow'd, but Every Man, 
who differ'd in the leaſt from any Eſta- 
bliſh'd Church, was declard, as before, 
a Heretick or Schiſmatick. Nay, at the 
Time of the Reformation, when rhe 
Temporal Vicegerents, thought fit to 
rake off the Odium from ſome, who be- 
fore were deem'd Schiſmaticks, and to 
declare Them Chriſt's Spiritual Vicege- 
rents, in the room of the Diſplaced 
Ones; this gave little Countenance to 
the Right of Private Judgment; the Men 
who obtain'd this Favour being only 
Thoſe, whoſe known Principles agreed 
with the Doctrine and Worſhip eſtabliſſi d 
by the Temporal Powers. They knew 
better Things, than to Lrave every Man 
to make the Beſt of his Billè; which was 
only left in fact to be conſulted by eve- 
fy Man, in order to ſupport what was 
then eſtabliſhd, not to diſcover any 
Thing contrary to it. Which I think 
undeniably plain from hence, that not- 
withſtanding Mankind have generally, 
| b 


* 


„ 
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by the Licentious Uſe of Scripture and 
Reaſon ſince the Reformation, ſeen the 
Falfiry of many Doctrines then Eſtabliſh'd, 
they have not yet had Power to make 
their General Judgment cancel ſuch 
Eſtabliſhd Doctrines; for fear leaſt the 
Right of private Judgment being allow'd, 


it might ſhew many Myſteries to be only 


thoſe of Iniguity; and prove dangerous 
in the Iſſue to the Power of the Prieſt- 
hood. 


And, I believe, Reverend Doctor, we 
may challenge Any One to ſhew that 
this Foundation-Principle, as his Lord- 
ſhip calls it, has. mer at any Time, or in 
any Country, where the Reformation is 
eſtabliſh d in One National Church, with 
better Treatment; than at ; firſt: Nay, 
ſo far are Chriſt's Spiritual Vicegerents 
from at all approving it, that I challenge 
any one to deny that it has not met with 
much worſe; where the Temporal Aiders 
and Aſiſters have not reſtraind the Hands 


of the Church 2. | 


From all which it plainly follows, That 
Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitutions, however Re- 
form'd, are ſo far from allowing this 
Right conſiſtently, or owing their Settle- 
ment to this Right, that They. have Gong 
| i al 
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all in their Power to baniſh ſuch a Right 
out of the World ; which, if once admit- 
ted, they have thought might endanger 
every Eſtabliſhment in it. Tis not Dean 
Sherlock alone, bur Every Writer in Eng- 
land againſt Diſſenters, who has ridi- 
cul'd this Right; and moſt Foreign Pro- 
teſtants, as well as Papiſts, have treated 
every Claimer of this Right with the 
higheſt Reproaches, and ſometimes with 
the ſevereſt Penalties. l 254101 


Tis true, we do not always lodge 
this Right ſolely, or at all, in the Tem- 
poral Powers, when we argue on this 
Head; but we conſtantly and uniformly 
keep it out of the Hands of private Men, 
when diſputing with Schiſmaticks: Nor 
have Any been ſo weak as to aſſerr this 
Claim equally for All Men, but in Diſ- 
putes withthe Roman Catholicks; which 
was owing to not conſidering the Refor- 
mation as the Effect of Power, rather 
than of the Prevalence of Fruth. For 
however Truth might then accidentally 
prevail, Our Concern ſince has been ra- 
ther for the Excellent Eſtabliſhment of 
\ Biſhopricks, Deaneries, and other Emo- 
luments of the Church that remain d to 
it, than for any of the Doctrines deter- 
mind to be True at the Reformation. 

Nor 


— — 


— — 1 — — — — 
— Oo — ̃ —— — —öZO  - 


42 


3 


— — * 
: — =. 


TEST 


' 
' 
| 
' 


' 
8 
: 1 
14 
. 
C 
ä . 
F 
\ 
, 7 
n 
+ 
| 1 
. 
1 * 
4 
" $244 | 
1 
W. | 
wy 1 
: 
1 
LE 
+ 351 4 
1 
1314 
Tow 
94 4; 
"7 
. 1 
5 
i” 
i 
, 
dr 
* 


3 — — 5 - 


1 
Nor have we at any Time deviated from 
this Regard; for tho? it is certain, that 
maſt of the Doctrines then ſettled, we 


now diſ-believe ; yet we have appear'd, 
at all Times, wich great Zeal againſt 


every private Innovator, who either 


would not implicitely ſubſeribe Our 


Church's Articles, and ſubmit to her De- 


tetminations; or who, after ſuch Sub- 
ſcription, has dar'd publickly to queſtion 
their Truth. This Behaviour of ours 
proceeding not from our own Approba- 
tion of the Doctrines, or Diflike to the 
Principles avow'd by ſuch Perſons we 
condemn'd ; but from a Fear leaſt the 
Integrity of thoſe ' Perſons ſhould lead 
them on farther, and thereby lay open 
the Pales of the Church, in ſuch a man- 
ner as to admit Others to enjoy its good 
Things. And I doubr nor bur I could 
produce fuch Inſtances of our Zeal on 


theſe Occaſions, as might ſufficiently de- J 


ter Others from daring to ſcruple or con- 
tradict any Deciſion of the Church. 


Nay, if our Hands were not now ty'd Þ 


p, and the Temporal Powers did not 
refuſe their neceſſary Aid, his Lordſhip 
of Bangor might feel —— more than 1 
ſhall ſay at preſent. 28 4 


/ 
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Upon | 
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Upon the Whole, tis manifeſtly obvi- 
ous, that all Eftabliſh'd Churches, tlie 
Reform'd as well as Romaniſts, have de- 
nied this Right of Private Judgment to 
All their Members: And if enquired into, 
twill be found likewiſe that all Synods 
and Councils have determin'd ar all times 
againſt the Allowance of this Right ; 
and have cenſur d and condemn'd Every 
Man, who has been known to make 
Uſe of it, contrary to the Judgment of 
Any Eſtabliſhed Church: Nay, twill be 
found, upon Examination, that even 
Many of thoſe who have: contended for 
It, have afterwards given it up, and diſ- 
claim'd it, and ſometimes have wrote 
and acted violently againſt it. So pre- 
valent is the Force of Truth, —or ſome- 
thing elſe. 


* 


come now to conſider the Sacramental 
3 7; which was made for the farther 
ſecuring our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, 


| when we had the Aid and Aſſiſtance of 


Chriſt's Commiſſion'd Officer, the Civil 
Magiſtrate: And T doubt not but his 
Lordſhip's Account of That will be found 
caqually repugnant to Truth, with his 
Account of the Reformation. 


( As 


Nl | 
i 5 | [ I 8 ] 


; As to what is ſaid about Ptoſtituting 
th an Inſtitution of Our Bleſſed Lord's to a 
' Purpoſe of this World, which was Or- 


jk dain'd Solely to à Purpoſe of Another; 
0 J think, Reverend Sir, it has likewiſe 
1 no Place in the preſent Debate: Nor if it 
lh had, I cannot ſee it will anſwer Any Pur- | 
ith | poſe of his Lordſhip's in that Part of the 
10 Argument I am about to refute. For ad- 
II mitting ſuch an Act of Parliament as the 
I "Teſt Add is, to be a Proſtitution of a Law 

th of Chriſt; I believe his Lordſhip will 

{81 —— not deny but the Legiſlators, at that 

1% Time, might paſs ſuch a Law: Nor can 

. I ſee that his Lordſhip has provd They 
7 could not Enact it for one of che Con | 
| trary Ends Dr. Sherlock has aſſign d, un- 
* leſs his Lordſhip can prove, That Legi- 
8 ſlators have at all Times known the End 
15 . 4 they make Laws; and that 
if They have always ſeen the Laws they 
65 make anſwer the Ends they propos d 
9 ' by em. The contrary of which, Ithink, 
4 his Lordſhip has provd in the Caſe of 


Civil Penaltics. Indeed J do not ſay, it 
could be enacted for a Proof of a Mans 
Affection to our Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſh- 
ment; but if his Lordſhip will call it 
Weakneſs, Ill venture to ſay They were i 
weak cnough to Enact it, in order to 
keep out of Offices All ſuch who were 
not 


— — — 
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I not fo affected to Our Eceleſiaſtical E- 
ting abend as T0 prefer it to any O- 
e 1 107. 
Or- pak S: N 
a The Arguments his Lordſhip has 
” © © brought againſt ſuch a Proſtitution of an 
1 1 | Appointment of Chriſt to a different Pur- 
Pur- poſe; I allow, might hare their Woigh 
; = with Chriſtians, as. fuch. But, I beg 


his Lordſhip to conſider us as ſettled by 
Eccleſiaſtical and Temporal Vicegerents 
of Chriſt; by Laws of the Land, in ma- 
king of which the Various Tempers of 
Mankind were intereſted ;'tho', as J have 
prov d before, exactly agrecable to your 
Scheme of Chriſt's Settlement; I ſay, let 
his Lordſhip; conſider Fhis, and 'twill en- 
rely overthrow all his Arguments; and 

he will find that what — ſtrongly to 

affect Chriſtians as Chriſtians, cannot, 

by any Power of his Lordſhip's, at all 
influence Eſtabliſſ d Churches. To be 
32 Chriſtian, his Lordſhip will find to be 
One Thing, and to be a Member. of an 
2 Eſtabliſh'd Church, Another; and ſome- 


s the | 
Law 
- will 
that 


5 4 * times, Another very Diſſerent from e- 
ans ven the Poſſibility of being a Chri- 

call it 25 

4 were C 2 | How- 

der to * 8 . 


o were 
not 


Commiſſioners, 


£ 01 


However Unchriſtian cherefore Perſe- 
cution may be in itſelf, yet when tis 
thought neceſſary by an Eſtabliſhment 
for Self. Defence; or, however Profane, the 

Proſtituting an Inſtitution Seen by 
# Chriſtians the moſt ſacred: Vet when 
Chriſt's Temporal Vicegerents ſee Either 
or Both of theſe Neceſſa ary, for the Self- 


Defence, or Pleafure, of his Spiritual E 


Vicegerents; they become eren 
and fir to be defctgded by ſuch Great 


as the Worthy Dean of I has fl wry 


Himſelf HO, the. Preſetit Foto 
verſy, 2 DEE : 1 7 ret. 


1 confeſs ile 1 was writi ning the” a- 1 


Bave. T was nor ſo fully ſatisfy d 1h your 


Proof of the Commiſſion Chriſt has given 
to his Spiritual Vicegerents,” and em- 
Poral Vicegerents, to make New Laws ſo 
ſcemingly contradictory to his Own: 
But as I doubt not of your Capacity to | 


make That appear; T ſhall proceed in Ju- 
ſtifying aer ſhall, be done by ſuch 


s 
= _— 3 
a 1 4 * 4 
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T ſhall next Reverend Sir, conſider the 


Neceſlity of Civil Penalties on Account of 


mere Differences in Religion ; whereby 


All Men may ſce rhe Unreaſonableneſs 


of 


5 — FAA. 
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Tem- 
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in Ju- 
ſuch 


_ of repealing any Law, which enacts any 


[4+] 


ſuch Penalty; I mean the Unreaſonable- 
neſs at preſent of Repealing he Occaſional 
and Schiſm Atts. Ka f le 


To prove ihe Neceſſty o of ſuch penal 
Laws, Ineed only call them Se, Defeuce, 
(as the Judicious Dr. Sherloct has done; ) 
and*twill be ſuffieient. Every Man has 
ſo feeling a Senſe of Self Defence, that 
twill juſtify the Knocking a Heretick or 


Schiſmarick on the Head, as eaſily as the 


Exrluding him from an Office: And there- 


fote our Diſſenters, inſtead of complain- 
ing of the Moderate Penalties now laid 


upon chem, ſhould thank God our Ap- 


ptehenſions of Self- Defence have not 
made it neceſſary to impriſon or murder 
them. For hat may'nt we fear from 
thoſe Wicked People, who will not 


ſubmit to Chriſt's Commiſſion d Vicege- 
rents, if they ſhould get Power, and fancy 
themſelves Vicegerents too, and go on 


to e fe zes that fort their Self · Defence they 


ight perſecute Us, who would then ne- 
celfarily Diſſent from their New Laws, be- 


| cauſe We are fure We arenowin che Right. 


The Objection againſt Force being a 
proper 3 — of Perſuaſion, we readily 
admit. But then this Objection is ſo far 


from 
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from condemning, that it approves our Pra- 


Rice. For as our Deſign is Self. Defence, 


it muſt be allow d it is very likely to pre- 
vent Perſuaſion; and therefore very like- 
ly to prevent any Heretick's or Schiſma- 
tick's Return ro the Church, who gene- 


rally are fond of Truth and Conviction, 1 


and who, as I have obſerv d before, if in 
the Church might make mad Work. 1 
own the Caſe 6f thoſe Men may ſeem 
very hard to All who have not a due Re- 
— to the Self. Defence of the Church; 
bop Thot duly confider'd will clear up all 
Difficultics. For at the ſame Time that 


we ſhnt Schiſmaticks out of the Church, 


and puniſh: them for their being ſo, and 
uſe the he moſt probable Means of keeping 
them out; we weigh what Dangers might 
accrue to the Church, and for her Self- 
Defence only we thus puniſh ſuch Nalig- 
nants. 


Tis to be preſum d * a very Reve- 
rend P—te had well ponder'd this 
Scheme ofChyrch-Self Define when, ia- 
ſtead of confenting to the Repeal of any 
of her Securities, he would have guarded 
her by new Penalties, from ſuffering any 


of her Members to innovate: even in the 


moſt Speculative Points. He doubtleſs 
well conſider d how much the Peace pe 
the 


L 33] 
the Church depended upon curbing the 
unbounded Uſe of Reaſon ; and there- 
fore Gravely and Wiſely propos'd to {top 
al Enquiry, thereby to ſecure her Quiet 
and Repoſe. N 


In ſhort, Reverend Sir, All Penalties, 
Negative or Pofitive, if us d for the Good 
of the Church, are proper Means, and 

fit to be us d. By them we keep all the 
Offices, and conſequently all the Incomes, 
of the Church, in the Hands of good 
Churchmen; that is, of Men who know 
how to value them: Thereby we keep 
ood Churchmen in the State; that is, 
hoſe in it, who augment rather than 
decreaſe our Power: And thereby, in 
way of Self-Defence, all the Blefſings of 
this World arc Equitably taken out of 
che Hands of Others, and fecur'd to 
3 Thoſe of the Church. 


I know this Laſt Method of Denying 
to Others the ſame Rights with Us 
Churchmen, and which, as you ſay, is 
only a Negative Diſcouragement,+has been 
ridiculd by our Adverfaries as impoli- 
tick; and I hayc lately ſeen a Paper, 


om. 


* The Free-Thinker, Dec. 22. 1718, 


( whoſe 


_ . — — — —_— — 
— - - 
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whoſe Continuance may prove fatal to 


the Church; as it encourages what the 


'Church has always moſt diſcouraged, 
Free- Ihinting and free Enquiry ;) which 


has aſſerted this Half Perſecution to be 
the Height of Folly; and has prov d that 
if That be juſtifiable, the*/nuquifition is 


more ſo. To which I reply; That all 


Perſecution, as I have proy d before, is 
allow d to be juſtifiable, if thought neceſ- 
ſary for the Self. Defence of the Church. 
At preſent Moderate Penalties are thouglit 


ſufficient; at leaſt no more can be ob- 
tain d from the Aiders and Aſiſters, the 
Civil Powers: But if we ſhould ſee Dan- 
ger encreaſe, (and our Enemies cannot 
deny but we ſee Danger, at leaſt as ſoon 
as it appears, the Clergy are a watchful 


Guard, and would ſoon give the Alarm; 
and, if they had Intereſt enough with 
the Magiſtrate, would not fail to augment 
their Securities, and carry on their Self- 
Defence, till they ſhould not be upbraid- 
ed with doing Things by Halves. _ 


To prove this, I need but mention tlie 
Conduct of a Certain Vigilant Church- 
man even while our Sion {its in Tears, 
and Power is kept too much out of our 
Hands. No ſooner did he hear of the 
ſpreading of Latitudinarianiſm, by con- 

demning 
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demning the Abuſe of Confeſſrons of Faith; 
but he publiſhes a Letter ro prohibit 
the Author Preaching in any of the 
French Pulpits : He has not Recourſe to 
the Low Method of Reaſon and Argu- 

ment; but exerts Authority, and gains 
the Heretick. And we have feen, but 
a few Days ſince, the ſame Great 
Man's Care for Our Moſt Holy Faith, and 
for the Peace and Quiet of the Church, in 
a Circular Letter to his Incumbents : Which 
being writ wich ſingular Perſpicuity, I 


refer the Reader to it. 


So that Thoſe who inſult our Lenity, 
may ſee from hence, and other Inſtances 
I might bring ; that, if we had ſufficient 
Authority, they might have leſs Reaſon 
to ſneer at our Forbearance. The Diſ- 
obedient of every Kind would then feel 
the full Force of Self. Defence; and be 
taught more Modeſty than to think dif- 
ferently from what is eſtabliſh d. For 


| though Mere Opinions can never be hurt- 


ful in themſelves to any Society; yet in 
the Church they are equally puniſhable 
With the vileſt Practices; as they betray 


17 


— 


* See this Letter in Mr. Rey's Account of F.cnch 
Lerſecution:, Appendix. 


D an 
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an Oppoſition in the Judgment to the de- 


termin'd Senſe of rhe Church, and there- 
by bring her Authority into Queſtion ; 


which, next her Wealth, is the Great 


Thing to be contended for. 


Lou fee, Reverend Sir, the many Rea- 
ſons there are to continue the Laws now 
in Force againſt Diſſenters: How neceſ- 


ſary they are for the Self. Defence and. 


Security of All thar's valuable in the 
Church ; and the imminent Dangers it 
would be expos'd to, if theſe Laws were 
repeal d. Diſſenters would then be thought 
as honeſt as Churchmen, and as capable 
of Places of Profit and Truſt; and there- 
by a Liberty be given to All Men to 
think differently from the Judgment of 
Our Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution, without 
their Fear of loſing any thing by it; and 
how many Doctrines and Practices of 
our Church may then be departed from, 


let Every True Churchman think of with 
Horror. | 


We believ'd indeed, that the Old Sub- 
ſtantial Reaſon That it it is not now the 
Time, would have prevented even the 
Attempt of a Repcal; but ſeeing that 
has Not had its uſual Weight, but rhe 
Bill is gone through One Houſe, I have 
„ as rhought 
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rhought it neceſlary to urge all the Other 
Arguments that can be urg d to hinder 
its Succeſs in the H. of C; and I doubt 
not of your Thanks and the Thanks of 
all ſtanch Churchmen, ſuitable to my Ser- 


vice. 


Perhaps that Part of my Letter about 
the Sacramental Teſt may be thought 
needleſs, as the Clauſe was rejected in 
the Upper H-, which related to it: 
But though nothing ſhould be attempted 
farther in its Repeal, I thought proper 
to preſs the Arguments on its Side, as 
far as I could, that all Perſons may ſee 
how well the Topick of Self-Defence 
will bear out any Eſtabliſhed Church, in 
whatever it ſhall do for that End. 


But let us ſuppoſe, thar other Reaſons 
ſhould prevail with Some in the H. of C. 
and that not only the Clauſe relating to 
the Sacramental Teſt, but even another 
Clauſe of the moſt Extenſive Nature, 
ſhould be admitted into the Bill; what 
dreadful Outcries might we not raiſe ! 
That you may the bettet judge of what 
I mean, I ſhall inſert the Clauſe as tis 
handed about in Print. 
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c made primo Gul. & Mas. 


* for exempting their Majeſties 
* Proteſtant diſſenting Subjects from 


« ſeveral Penalties, Wc. there are 
« ſeveral Reſtrictions and Limitati- 
cc ons, whereby divers of his Ma- 
< jefties peaceable and good Subjects 
© are left uncapable of the Benefit 
« of the ſaid Exemption : Therefore 
« for the Eaſe and Quieting the 
« Minds of all ſuch his Majeſty's 
good Proteſtant Subjects, be it en- 
c acted, He. That every one who 
« ſhall, inſtead of the ſeveral Sub- 
c ſcriptions and Declarations therein 
© required, declare and ſubſcribe his 
“ unfeigned Aſſent to, and Belief 
* of, the Holy Chriſtian Religion, 
<« as contained in the Scriptures of 
ce the Old and New Teſtament, and 


cc of 


HERE As ina late A 
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« of che Creed, commonly ' called 
« the Apoſtles Creed, and ſhall allo 


„ 
1 
: 


« take the Oath, Vc. and make: the 
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« tions by that A 
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* N. of the 7eft, be left n 
more unguarded, than hy the Re 
the Occaſſonal and Schiſm Acts,; 
Many, of, the Schiſmaricks, having tao 
much Seemrg Conſcience, will ſtill be 
kept out if the Latter obtains, rather than 
Proſtitute a Latin of Chriſt's FR. the 
| N . ur- 
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Purpoſes we have appointed: But by the 
Removal of the 7 eſt, and the Admiſſion 
of the other Clauſe, our Church will be 
Ao laid open, that Chriſtianity alone will 
be made the Teſt. There will then be an 
End of the Power of Some over the Con- 
ſciences of Others; and. Men will be led 
tg form their Judgments, only by the 
Laws of the Goſpel, and the Motives of 
another World. If ſuch pernicious Clau- 
ſes ſhould be enacted, the Diſturbers of 
the Church's Repoſe would haye. no other 
Reſtraint, but the Precepts of Chriſtiani- 
ty; and all Uniformity in Sentiment 
would be aboliſh'd, but what ariſes from 
Truth, and a Sincere Enquiry after it. By 
theſe and a few lch Means, Chriſtianity 
would be reducd to the Condition, in 
which Chriſt left it; and all the Many, 
and frequently Contrary, Deciſions of the 
Church in all Ages given up to the Un- 
erring Deciſions of Chriſt, of which then 
Every Man will be allow d to judge for 
Himſelf, and not the Church for him. 
Chriſt's Spiritual Vicegerents muſt then 
ſubmit to Chriſt; and His Temporal 
Vicegerents would then no longer aid 
and aſſiſt Them in putting their New 
Laws in Execution. In ſhort, there 
would then be an End of your Famous 
Scheme nn e.. 
8 Let 
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Let the melancholy. Conſideration, of , 
theſe Things, bring you, Reverend Do- 
for from your Seat at Eaton; and make 
you ſuſpend your Arduous Application 
to the Claſſel, for a while, to attend the 
ſinking Cauſe of the Church. I might 
allarm you and others on this Occaſion, 
in Your own pathetick Manner, Awake, 
ye Snapes “ ye Sherlocks |. ye Cannons / 
ye Et ceteras of the Committee] Are 


ye All aſleep. when your Honour and, 


your darling Scheme of OChurch-Power is. 
at Stake? Is there none of your Frater- 
nity that have Capacity, Leiſure or. Incli- 
nation for this neceſſar ) Work: For 
ſhame, let us not ſit tin; bur let all 
Tongues and all Pens be employ d in the 
Honeſt Purpoſe, of Self Defence ; we know 
All Things are lawful, if expedient for the 
Welfare = the Church: Let ſome of us 
therefore caſt Calumnies on the Great 
Author of this Miſchief, that Enemy of 
our Power, and Aſſerter of che Liberties 
Mankind: Let us endeavour to make 
him appear ſolemaly perjured; as injuring 


the Character of our Lord and Saviour; 
and as deſtroying all the Common Noti- 
ons of Right and Wrong, if they happen 


to ſtand in the Way; or elſe let us exhi- 
bit him to the Popplace, as a ben 
complainingy low and tedious Writer, f 

E 2 only 
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only to make Wonien and Children Weep; 
ot elſe as artful cuhning and ptevarica- 


ting; and all this, only in ordet to ad- 
vance his « own re Intereſt and Ad- 


d Wh ge | | SY „Wil. 32. 4 


fo Sig gti. 


Let us dle weary in woll. Aodgg ür 
let us go on clamotit ing 
and reproaching alk we diſlike as Enemies 
to it. Let us talk loudly of Sverer De- 
ſigus among the Diſſenters; repreſent 


chem all as Schiſmaricks; and etl Schi frra · 


ticks in 4 State of Damnation; And then 
when we haye ſhut them out of Gold's Fa- 
vour, twill not be difficult to make hem 
hated by Men. RES 


Above all, 1 d Pulpits tit : bp a the 
GrtarAnniverſary this Month, o the Mif. 
chief {art in the Times df Conf: 
ſion ; ler us charge it all on rhe Diſſeaters; 
and on any Part of them that we Would 
have appear moſt odious; and leus char 
it upon them, not as. aceidemtally done 
by them, or as ptovoked to it by any M 

age; bur as neceſſarily flowing - from 
their Principles; Which we cunnct chien 
render too monſtrous : 245 them as 
hating all Government; as Enemies to 
all Chriſtians, but Thoſe of (cheir own 
Party; but eſpecially charge them "= 


for the Church, 
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p; an Hereditary Averſion to every Indivi- 


5 dual of the Church of Exgland d 
A- ii Non D YEE Fs e denen 
d By theſe and the like Means the Popu- 


lace may be wrought up tro Madneſs; 
ny and we know what Effects their Mad- 
ue neſs produc'd in the late Pious Queen's 


h, Time, the great Temporal Vicegerent 
eg of Chrift ; — what Devaſtations fol- 
e-. low'd all over the Kingdoms; till at laſt 
ne ſhe was ſo enlighren'd as to part with 
fac her Miniſtry. - But of chat I need ſay no 
en more ; it being freſh in one's Me- 
a- mory. Let us comfort and encourage 
m ourſelves in the Uſe of the ſame Means; 


and tho any Bill ſhould now 'pats preju 
dicial-ro our Ambitſous Hopes, we know 
not what Changes we may be able to ef- 
fect: At leaſt if we are not able to work 
upon the inflexible Temper of tlie preſent 
Temporal Vicegerent, we thall by theſe 
godly Methods have the Pleaſure of em- 
barraſſing and perplexing his Affairs, as 
we did thoſe of his Predeceſſor King 
William. © © W e ee $102 
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Vou ſee, Reverend Sir, I have done 
all that can be expected from a Country 
rate; I have defended, upon your Prin- 
eiple, The Divine Authority of Our E- 
ſtabliſrd Church, as ſettled by * 
W330 om- 
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Commillioners the Civil Magiſtrates, in 


Aid and Aſſiſtance of his Spiritual Vice- 
_ gerents, the Clergy. I have inforc'd the 


Neceſſity of Submiſſion to ſuch Vicege- 
rents upon the ſame Principles; and have - 
ſhewn that theſe Commiſſioners of Chriſt 

may make uſe of any Means, however 
unchriſtian, or improper, to ſecure ſuch 
Eſtabliſhment; and may inflict what Pe- 
nalties they pleaſe on all Diſſenters from 
it, eſpecially if they apprehend it necg{- 
ſary for their Self Defence: To ſtrengrh- 
en this Argument, I have ſhewn it to be 
the Practice of all Churches, the Re- 
form'd as well as Popiſh, whenever they 
have at any time thought. it proper for 
Their Self- Defence: And have, laſtly, 
added what Advice I think. proper to be 
taken in the preſent Juncture, drawn 
from my Obſervations on the Practice of 
all True Churchmen. P.- 


4 2IY 
I have only to requeſt of You and 
Our Brethren of Influence, in Return 


for theſe my Labours, that, for the Bene- 
fit of my Bookſeller, you would recom- 


mend this ſmall Tract to all young Cler- 


gymen, and others, who preach Charity- 
Sermons in the City of London and Parts 


adjacent, as containing proper Hints for 


, ſuch 
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, ſuch Compoſures. Which will not only 
q forward that Laudable Deſign ; but will 
> much oblige | 


+ 


Reverend $ TR, 


Tour Humble Servant, 


Jas. 3. 1718.9. R. F. 


LONDON, 


r Printed and Sold by J. RozirmTs in 
- 3 Lane. 
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